THE    GREAT   TUDORS

<c And though for the matter itself my judgment be in
some things fixed, and not accessible to any man's
judgment that goeth not my way: yet even in those
things, the admonition of a friend may make me
express myself diversely."

This is the secret thought of every man of ability; the
admission merely argues more honesty on Bacon's part. He
was no better and no worse than many idealists, ever less
careful of the means than of the end. But he left a greater
legacy to posterity.

*             *             *              *             *

" Death hath this also, that it openeth the gate to good
fame, and extinguisheth envy: Extinctus amabitur idem.'9
[From the Essay on Death.]
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